Wheels Road Test and Analysis:

SKODA IS BUILT
FOR THE COUNTRY

The ruggedly built Skoda went over rough tracks with ease.
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The driving position is pleasant
The steering wheel is comfortably
raked and the wheel has a mmd:\-
diameter which is appreciated when
manoeuvring the car in tight places
The right-hand windscreen pillar
cuts down vision only as much as
is normal In saloons today.

The foot pedals are spaced far
enough apart to prevent foot fumb-
ling on the driver's part and have
enough room off them for resting
the feet on long trips.

The facia handbrake lever is be-
tween the steering column and the
driver’'s door and needs a little
stretching to find. Its operation is
positive and it releases easily. It
was good in operation, stop-
ping the car in 99 ft. from 30 m.p.h.
in neutral.

The footbrake’s operation was
firm and smooth. There was no
sign of fade or pedal loss through-
out the test and straightline stop-
ping was the order even on loose
and slippery surfaces.

Clutch operation Was smooth,
take-up and release being light and

sitive.

PﬂThe steering column gear shift
lever, which is on the left-hand side,
gave satisfactory operation.

First gear has a low ratio of 224
to 1, while second is much higher
at 13.2 to 1. As a result, up shift-
ing from 1st to 2nd_iu slow. A
pause must be made in neutral to
allow engine revs to give the syn-
chromesh a chance to take up.

The synchromesh works well at
moderate speeds in the top three
ratios for both up and down 8‘“:;
1t is satisfactory when higher spe o
are used and changes are mo
rapid, as In hilly country.
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MAKE:
Skoda 1200,

four-door
from Skoda C 2

PRICE AND AVAILABILITY.

£1,095 (incl. Taley Tax) ;

five Six-passenger siloon

ars, William Street, Sydney, Ou tent: car

1-8 monthg

DIMENSIONS:
Fromt Seat: Width
depth, 1' 67;
("AY), ¥ 3";
wheel to sq
Rear Seat

4" 2}"; squab height (“D"), 1* 8§ cushion
n from floor ("C") 1' 17: leight ulwr nedta
ls to aquab ¢"B"), 3 2§"/3' 53", stesring
51"; seat adjustment, 33"

quab“?'c_aght, 1' 104"; cushion depth,

1“ 64"; Ly height over seats, 3 1°;
distance ‘E 23" . ;
’.:Ju:nf 8 VE.): rear, 3' 3" x 2 T (avg.),
Root 64" {uvg. free space); spare wheel

partment underneath.

rail 9.7, track: front 4' 1.21%, rear 4’ 3.98';
ngth, 6", width, 5 8.14"; height, 4' 1184"; clenrance,
2"} turning cirele, 37 dry weight, 20 cwt.

ENGINE:
d-cyl, ohv., 72 x T5 mm., eapacity 1221 ce, comp ratio

.5 to 1, 38 bhp at 4,000 rpm, 1.3 bhp/sq. In. piston ares. Single
Solex carburettor with oil-bath air cleaner. Sump, 8 pt,
radintor 111 pt, petrol tank 71 gal.

TRANSMISSION:

Single dry-plate clutch; four-speed gearbox with synchromesh
on top threa ratios, operated by steering column shift lever;
enclosed propeller shaft; spiral bevel final drive, mounted on
chassis, ratio 525 to 1. Overall ratios: 525, 84, 132 224,
rev. 20.5. Top gear mph: 1475 at 1,000 rpm; 75 at 2,500
ft./min. piston speed.

CHASSIS:

Unitary construction with central tubular backbone.
SUSPENSION:

LF.S. by transverse leaf and wishbones, irs. by transverse
leaf and swing axles; piston shock absorbers. 5
BRAKES:
Foot-operated 4-wheel hydraulic; hand-operated anical
llnkagﬁo rear wheels from facia-mounted al;mm
104 sq. in.; ratios: 104 sq. in. per unladen ton; 87 sq. In per
laden ton. i
ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT: S
12-volt ignition, 61 emp. hour f ;..“’-h..
m‘z uégbt trafficators, 35/45 watt
STEERING: 4







